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mature in the so-called democratic countries. If the first, or most
likely, happens no social effort is worth while. So the rational
alternative to suicide for parents is to take a chance on the second
or third.

Either way it is important to base social action on correct views
about how new scientific knowledge affects the potential of social
change. I believe that this must force us to conclusions which
are not palatable to die-hard progressives of the nineteenth cen-
tury. I believe also that the eclipse of the progressive outlook is
specially due to wrong views about the impact of new scientific
knowledge on contemporary social change. To illustrate this I
shall cite two examples. One is the fact that many progressives
believed in the immediate collapse of Hitler's power, when he
announced the policy of autarchy. The other is that most
Socialists believe that die relative increase of the employed section
of the community is necessarily propitious to their aims.

The belief that increasing scientific knowledge makes for closer
economic interdependence, and, what was often stated as a corol-
lary to this, the belief that this interdependence provides a
guarantee of world peace, were dogmas almost universally held
by progressive thinkers in the nineteenth century. This was not
unnatural in the first flush of surprise which followed the intro-
duction or steam navigation, trans-continental railways, and
oceanic telegraphy. Our own perspective should be different. We
need only recall that Chile saltpetre can now be made anywhere,
that hospitals are using radioactive sodium prepared from ordinary
salt instead of having to import the rare radioactive minerals, that
the Channel Islands are no longer regarded as a sufficient guarantee
of the genetic credentials of cattle, that we may soon be making
most of our machinery of aluminium from the cky of our soils
and magnesium from sea salt, that we are already beginning to
feed our pigs on the disintegration products of wood pulp, to
grow several crops of tomatoes a year by tank gardening, and
to produce sugar by the agency of bacteria from vegetable waste
matter.

Without committing ourselves to any dogmatic assertions